
 

 

 

 

 

APIARY MEETINGS  -   DOUNHURST 
 

SUN 02
ND

 JANUARY ALL 2PM  - OXALIC ACID 

SAT 22
ND

 JANUARY ALL 2PM – WINTER CHECK 

 

Officers and Contact Information: 

President Mr Roger Patterson 01403 790637 roger-patterson@btconnect.com 

 
Chairman Mr Tom Moore 01798 343470 stone.house@btinternet.com 

Hon. Treasurer Mr Gordon Allan 01798 343470 petworthgordon@btopenworld.com 

Hon. Secretary Mr John Glover 01403 751899 glover.fletchingshollow@googlemail.com 

Membership Mrs Judy Knight 01403 752 169 judyknight@hotmail.co.uk 

Newsletter Mr Chris Peach 01798 872302 wgbkanews@cpeach.com 

Website   www.wgbka.org.uk 

 

 

BEGINNERS DAY 2011  -  Sat Feb 19th 2011 
 

The next Beginners Day is arranged for Sat Feb 19th 2011. If you are new to beekeeping 
this year and didn’t come to the last one then we advise early booking. If you know 
someone who is interested in Beekeeping then please let them know. 
 
Full details of the day, together with a booking form, are in the Diary of Events section of 
our website at  www.wgbka.org.uk 

Membership  - Time to Renew !! 
 
Whilst your thoughts are probably all on Christmas - please don't forget to renew your 
membership! There was a form attached to the November newsletter and it is attached 
to this one also. Please don't forget to send it back to me !!  Thank-you, Judy 
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PATTERSON IN PRINT 
 

I seem to have been busier than normal lately, so this month’s offering is a bit on the light 
side. As some of you know I have had my arm twisted for some time to write a booklet that 
will suit the ordinary amateur beekeeper on queen rearing and improving your bees. That 
has broken the 35,000 word barrier and is definitely now a book. I have also had an email 
from a publisher asking if I could write a book for those who are thinking of starting 
beekeeping, or have just done so. I was told that if I wasn’t interested they would find 
someone else, so I am now planning that. Having been rather critical of some of the 
recent books I had better be careful! 
 
Bees should all be settled down for winter now. Don’t forget to “heft” them throughout the 
winter, perhaps every 6 weeks or so. If they run short of food either add combs of stores 
from other colonies or give candy. They won’t take syrup until the weather warms up in 
March. 
 
There seems to be a lot more OSR sown this year, so it might be a good idea to plan now, 
because when the time comes it will be hectic if the weather is warm. It is possible a 
colony will fill 3 supers on OSR, so make sure you have enough supers, foundation and 
frames. This would give a good opportunity to get good brood combs built out by using 
brood chambers as supers. You can extract the honey and do a Bailey comb change. 
 
Last year I made a prediction about swarming, and this year I will do the same. If the bees 
come through the winter reasonably strong, then expect a higher than usual number in 
May if the weather is good. 
 
I mentioned OMF’s last month and haven’t had many responses, so just nudging in case 
you forgot. Similarly although I invited around 30 to consider the “BBKA Basic” revision 
day, I have only had 16 responses. The day is intended to highlight the areas you really 
should know about, so if you haven’t responded then please do so, even if it’s to tell me 
you aren’t interested. 
 
I spent all three days at the National Honey Show, and although I only had about 10 
minutes in the competitive section, I enjoyed the rest. The NHS Committee have made 
great improvements, and the trade area was full. These days I have no interest in 
showing, but I fully accept that others might, and it helps make beekeeping so interesting. 
I think I counted 7 Sussex beekeepers entered in the county class, and Eric Slade was the 
only WG member to do so. The original intention of our own show was to encourage WG 
members to exhibit at the NHS, so how about planning that for next year so Eric isn’t 
alone? 
 
I was mainly on the BIBBA stand and had the opportunity to speak to many beekeepers 
from other areas. Many were saying there was little or no teaching at their local BKAs, 
often without teaching apiaries. Several colleges that dumped beekeeping 25 years ago 
are now starting courses, but there aren’t the experienced teachers available. There is a 
view that all you have to do is read a few books and you can teach.Perhaps that’s why 
standards are so low in some areas. 
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Oxalic Acid 
 
Once again we are supplying oxalic acid solution to members free of charge. This will 
be available at Dounhurst at 2.00 p.m. on Sunday 2nd January 2011, when we have a 
meeting arranged to treat the Division's bees. It should be applied when the weather 
is cold, with brood at the absolute minimum, which we judge to be around this time. 
 
If you would like some oxalic acid please email Tom - stone.house@btinternet.com - 
with the number of colonies you have. Make sure you get a reply. You will need to 
bring your own container to collect the syrup solution, which will be about 40ml per 
colony. Plastic is probably best, as oxalic acid can attack metal lids on glass 
containers.  50ml syringes suitable for use with oxalic acid will be available to buy, 
£1.25 each. Those who have Beginners Packages at Dounhurst will have their bees 
treated with the rest. 
 
If you are unable to collect from Dounhurst on 2nd January you can make 
arrangements with Tom to collect from Petworth in the few days after.  The solution 
will not be made up until 1st January and should not be stored for long, so availability 
is for a short time only.  Under no circumstances should you use old solution (e.g. left 
over from last year) as this could cause serious harm. 
 
We will not be giving specific advice to members on the use of Oxalic Acid but can 
refer you to reliable sources. However we will provide directions for use as follows:- 
 
 
 
 

Oxalic Acid – Directions for Use 
 
You have been supplied with a 1:1 sugar syrup solution (1kg sugar in 1 litre distilled 
water) containing oxalic acid, for use as a hive cleanser and as recommended by our 
bee inspector as one element of a programme for varroa control.  The solution is at a 
concentration of 3.2% oxalic acid (weight/volume), more commonly expressed as a 
4.5% oxalic acid dehydrate solution. 
 
Caution - oxalic acid is toxic to humans.  Please take great care.  We recommend the 
use of rubber gloves when handling.  WGBKA will not accept any liability following the 
use of this product. 
 
Application - trickle 5ml of solution directly onto the bees in each occupied seam of 
the hive, using a plastic syringe.  The solution should go directly onto the bees, not 
onto the top bars. Avoid metal parts.  Ideally the air temperature should be above 
zero degrees Celsius; keep the hive open for as short a time as possible. 
 
You should record the date and quantity of oxalic acid used, as a part of your 
permanent records. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

Wisborough Green Winter Evening Meetings 
 
The Chapel, Spy Lane, Loxwood. 
 

 
All commence at 7.30pm. 
 

December 9
th

 2010 
 
Pam Hunter is Chairman of our neighbouring Association, Central Sussex BKA and sits 
on the BBKA Executive Committee. As an independent consultant scientist, she 
frequently writes and speaks on beekeeping matters, her particular interests being in 
navigation, foraging and pollination aspects of bees, the subject upon which she will 
speak tonight.  Tom Moore has heard this talk on a previous occasion and assures us 
that it is not to be missed! 
 

January 13
th

 2011 
 
Many of us know Diane Steele, who works during the summer season alongside Alan 
Byham as our Seasonal Bee Inspector. She was intending to talk to us last January 
about her experiences during her first spell in the job, but the meeting was cancelled 
due to snow. She will now have even more material to pack in to her talk which should 
prove interesting and entertaining. 
 

February 10
th

 2011 
 
Roger will again speak, this time on the slightly more serious topic of “Making 
Increase” – a timely subject as the days lengthen and the start of the active season 
draws closer. 
 

March 17
th

 2011 
 
The AGM will be followed by “Any Questions” when a distinguished panel of experts 
will answer everybody’s’ questions about beekeeping. 
 

 
 
 

Bee Blog 
 

Browsing in Smallwoods magazine recently I spotted an advertisement for some woodland 
for sale in East Anglia and the details were on a website called treesandbees.me.uk.  
 
Out of interest I had a look and found a really well-written 'blog' following the setting up of 
an observation hive with a difference at a National Trust property.  
 
The authors give a large amount of information, very well explained, and I though one of 
the best and most accurate explanations for the general public.  I strongly recommend it.  
See http://beesatwimpole.treesandbees.me.uk/ 


